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of Sheikh Said, beyond which is the British sphere of nominal influence among the lawless Subaihi. Some Subaihi clans are c protected3 by Turkey, and some by our Aden Government. The weakest part of the chain is between Taiz and Mokha, owing to the broken terrain and tribal unrest, while Zabid and Beit al-Fakih are the only links between Mokha and Hodeida, which are, however, connected by telegraph.
Such as it is, this is Turkey's girdle of sovereign power in Yamen.
Now let us consider the people with whom she has to deal.
There are two broad and clearly defined Arabian types, both descended from Shem. The better known and more characteristic, from a European point of view, is the stock descended from Ishmael, the tall, bearded, aquiline type, which our crusading forefathers met in the northern part of the Arabian peninsula, and which tourists meet to-day in desert districts, where local taint or sluggish living have not coarsened the breed. This, however, is considered by Arab ethnologists as a * derived' or impure strain, half Hebrew, as the genealogy on page 28 shows.
The original or c pure' Arabs are the descendants of Joctan, and these Joctanic Arabs are the indigenous tribes of Yamen. They differ widely from the children of Ishmael, being smaller, darker, and lacking the aquiline features. They have thick heads of hair, often frizzy, while the Ishmaelites* hair is straight or nearly so, yet they are almost beardless, and never have the full beard of the later stock. They resemble the ancient Egyptian type, and authorities agree in referring both to a common stock, from which the Abyssinians are also